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Amendment to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

storing information identifying a payment issue time of each of one or more 
payments to a payee, wherein each of the one or more payments have a same form of 
payment mechanism ; 

receiving post-issue event information , by a payment servicing com puting system 
.c omprising one or more computers, associated with each of the one or more payments, 
wherein the post-issue event information includes at least one of posting information or 
deposit information received from the payee for each of the one or more payments : 

determining a payment lead time, by the payment servicing computing system. 
based upon the stored information and the respective p ost-issue event information for at 
least a subset of the o ne or more payments , to complete a future payment to the payee 
issued on behalf of a payor; and 

associating the payment lead time with the payee* 

wherein the prior s teps a re - performed by o n e or more pa ym^f^-se rviein g 
eemputers. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the post-issue event information 
includes a plurality of types of post-issue event information and each of the plurality of 
types of post-issue event information is associated with a priority level, and further 
comprising: 

identifying the post-issue event information of the type having the highest priority 
level relative to the respective priority levels associated with th e pluralit y of types of post- 
issue event information ; 
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wherein the payment lead time is determined based at least partially upon the 
stored information and the post-issue event information having the highest priority levek 



compu ters. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the post-issue event information includes a plurality of types of post-issue event 
information and each of the plurality of types of post-issue event information is 
associated with a priority level and a threshold number; and 

the payment lead time is determined based at least partially upon the stored 
information and the one of the plurality of types of post-event information having the 
highest priority level , relative to the respective priority levels associated with the plurality 
of types of post-issue event information, for which a number of instances of re ce ipt 
receiving the one of the plurality of types is greater than an associated threshold number. 

4-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4-1, wherein the post-issue event information 
for ea ch ■ of the one or more payments includes posting information and deposit 
information , and further comprising: 

determining that a number of payments for which the post-issue event information 
includes posting information is less than a predetermined number of payments; 

wherein the payment lead time is determined based at least partially upon the 
sto r e d information, the posting info r mation, and at least ene- of-the deposit infonnation-ef 
the settle m ent inform ati on; - and 



wherehv - fhe prior steps 



- p e rform e d by the 



pa vnnmt --sen icing 



wherein the prior s tep; 



performed by the 



-p ayment 



4e - ieg 



compu ters. 
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9, (Currently amended) The method of claim 4-1, wherein the one or more payments is a 
plurality of payments, whei in the res pective post-i ic evt rn tih of the 

plurality of payments comprises the same one of postin g, information or depos i i 
information , wherein posting infor ma tion identifies a payment posting time that the pavee 
posts the respective payment, and wherein depos it nfo th i i lentihes p 1 nei 
deposit time that th e pavee deposits a payment instrument as ; ciated ith thj re pe th 
payment, and further comprising: 

determining that the post issue event infon natfen- gom p r i ses one of i ) po s t i ng 

mf^m^ tionr ii ) d e po s it - i nfomi ati on, or in) settlement information; 

if the respective post-issue event information comprises posting information for 
each of the plurality of payments , determining an average period from time of payment 
issuance to time of payment posting for the plurality of payments based upon a respective 
payment issue time and a respective payment posting time associated with each of the 
pi urul i l.v o t" payments ; 

if the respective post-issue event information comprises deposit information for 
each of the plurality of payments , determining the average period from time of payment 
issuance to time of depositing for the plurality of payments based upon a respective 
payment issu e time and a respective payment, depo sit lime associated with each of the 
plurality of payments ; and 

if the post issue event information comprises s ettlement information, determining 

tfag-aver a g e - peri od from tune of payment- is suane e to t t m e -of - se tt 1 e m e n t4<>F4he^hmth4y- 

of payments; 

wherein the payment lead time is based at least partially upon the determined 
average pcriod^and 

wherein the prior steps are performed by the one or more payment servicing 
computers-. 

10-12. (Cancelled) 
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1 3. (Currently amended) T he method of claim 1, further comprising; 

receiving a payment request to pay the payee on behalf of the payor, the payment 
request including information identifying a payment due date; 

determining a time to issue a payment to the payee to fulfill the payment request 
by the due date based at least partially upon the determined payment lead time associated 
with the payee; and 

issuing a payment to the payee at the determined timer 

wherein the prior steps are - performed b y the one --e^nefe-pa yinent s em emg 

computers . 



14. (Cancelled) 



15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the payment option information 
transmitted via the user interface to the payor further identifies a cost to the payor 
associated with issuing payment in accordance with at least one of the at least two 
payment options. 

16. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a memory configured to store computer-executable instructions and information 
identifying a payment issue time of each of one or more payments to a payee, wherein 
each of the one or more payments have a same form of payment mechanism ; 

a communications interface configured to receive post-issue event information 
associated with each of the one or more payments, wherein the post- issue event 
informati m includes at least one of po s ting iniomi auon__or deposit in formation recei ved 
from the payee for each of the one o r more payments ; 

a processor operable to execute the instructions to: 

determine a payment lead time, based upon the stored information and the 

ri-M>c ctive p ost-issue event information for at least a subset of the one or more 
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payments , to complete a future payment to the payee issued on behalf of a payor: 
and 

associate the payment lead time with the payee. 

17. (Currently amended) The system of claim 16, wherein: 

the received post-issue event information includes a plurality of types of post- 
issue event information and each of the plurality of types of post-issue event information 
is associated with a priority level; and 

the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to identify the post- 
issue event information of the type having the highest priority level relative to the 
respective priority levels associated with the plurality of types of post-issue event 
i nformation , and to determine the payment lead time based at least partially upon the 
stored information and the post-issue event information having the highest priority level. 

18. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 6, wherein: 

the post-issue event information includes a plurality of types of post-issue event 
information and each of the plurality of types of post-issue event information is 
associated with a priority level and a threshold number; and 

the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to determine the 
payment lead time based at least partially upon the stored information and the one of the 
plurality of types of post-event information having a highest priority level, relative to the 

res pective priority levels associa ted with the plurali ty of types o f r> *t-iv»uc e\cnt 

information, for which a number of instances of receipt receiving the one of t he plurality 
of types is greater than an associated threshold number. 

19-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently amended) The system of claim 4-9 16, wherein the post-issue event 
information for each of the one or more payments includes posting information and 
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deposit inf ormation, and wherein the number of payments to the payee for which post- 
issue event information includes posting information is less than a predetermined number 
of payments, and wherein the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to 
determine the payment lead time based at least partially upon the st ored infonnat ienHhe 

pasti ng information, and at le ast one of the deposit information o r - the s e tt l emen t 

informa tion. 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim 4£d6, wherein: 

the one or more payments comprises a plurality of payments wherein the 
respective post-issue event information for each of the plura li ty of payments comprises 
the same one of posting information or deposit informat i on, wherein posting information 
identifies a payment posting time that the payee po sts the respective payment, wherein 
deposit information identifies a payment deposit time that the payee deposits a payment 
instrument associated with the respective payment ; and 

the processor is further configured to: determine that the post -issue event 
information comprises one of posting i nf ormation, depos 4 t - 4nformat - ion, or s ettlemen t 
informa tion, ' ii) i) if the respecti ve post-issue event information comprises posting 
information for each of the plurality of payments , determine an average period from time 
of payment issuance to time of payment posting for the plurality of payments based upon 
a resp ective payment issue time and a respective pa yment posting tim e associated wit h 
each of the plurality of payments , m) ii) if the respective post-issue event information 
comprises deposit information for each of the plurality of payments, determine the 
average period from time of payment issuance to time of depositing for the plurality of 

payments based u pon a respective paym ent issue time and a respective p ayment deposit 

time associated with each of the plurality of pa yments .~v4-~if~- 4he post i sswe-eveet 
m- feHBation-comprises s e tt leme nt - inform a tion, determine - the - average pe f4o d -- #offl - 4ime - o f 

paymen t issuance to tim e- - of settlement for the -pl urality of - p a yments— and v4 in) 

determine the payment lead time to complete a future payment to the payee based at least 
partially upon the determined average period. 



yo -, 
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25-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously presented) The system of claim 16, wherein: 

the communications interface is further configured to receive a payment request to 
pay the payee on behalf of the payor, the payment request including information 
identifying a payment due date; and 

the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to i) determine a time 
to issue a payment to the payee to fulfill the payment request by the due date based at 
least partially upon the determined payment lead time associated with the payee, and ii) 
cause a payment to be issued to the payee at the determined time. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4-1, further comprising: 

determining that a number of the one or more payments for which the respective 
post-issue event information includes the same one of i) posting information or ii) 
deposit information , or hi) settl e m e nt informa ti on ? is greater than a predetermined 
number of payments; and 

wherein the payment lead time is determined based at least partially upon the 
s t or e d inf o rmation and the one of i) the p osting information orji) the deposit 
i nform ati on- or i ii) s ettlement information; and 

wherein the prior s teps are performed by the onQ --^f-mm&~peiymm\r servicin g 
eemputer-s, 

31. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the respective post-issue even! 
information for each of the plurality of payments comprises ene«f{i) deposit information 
or— (- n) settlem e nt information , and further comprising adjusting the average periods 
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if th e - po st iss ue event information comprises- depo sit- mformatiom adjus tmg-fee 
a vera ge- period is based at least partially upon a predetermined depositing adjustmeni 
period? 

li the post issue event infot TO at i on coinpri s e s-set tlement inform a4 ion T -a4 t u s tH'ig the 
&ve? agc period is bused- at least pa rtiall y upon a pr edeter mined s ettl em ent adjustment: 

wherein the prior steps a re performed by the one -ey- mof e payment -s ervicing 

computers , 

32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

transmitting a user interface presenting at least two payment options for paying 
the payee, wherein a first payment option of the at least two payment options includes 
information associated with the payment lead time associated with the payee; 

receiving a selection of a thefirst payment option; and 

issuing payment to the payee in accordance with the first payment option? 

wherein the prior ste p s ar e performed by the one or mo r e payment servicing 
computers . 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the first payment option 
comprises one of (i) an earliest available payment option or (ii) a future-dated payment 
option. 

34. (Currently amended) The method of claim 32, wherein the payee is an electronic 
managed payee and a second payment option of the at least two payment options 
comprises an immediate^payment-and-posting option. 

35. (Currently amended) The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

receiving an identification of the payee prior to transmitting the user interface; and 
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processing the identification of the payee to determine whether [he payment to the 
payge. associatcd ' With-the partial payment i nf orma t io n would he issued in electronic or 
paper form; 

wherein the user interface presenting the at least two payment options is at least 
partially generated based on the determination of whether the payment for to the payee 
would be issued in electronic or paper form^-and 

wher e in the prior steps are perfor me d- by the - one or more -pa ym e n t servic-ing 

compute-re. 

36. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35, further comprising receiving at least one 
of (i) an account number of the payo r, wherein the account number is also associated with 
the payee,, or (ii) a payment amount, and wherein the determination of whether the 
payment to the payee aseeejated-wit h the partial payment information would be issued in 
electronic or paper form is based at least partially upon the account number or the 
payment amount^ 

wherein the prio r s tep is- performed by the one or more payment servicing 



37. (Currently amended) The method of claim 32, further comprising receiving one of (i) a 
process date or (ii) a due date, wherein issuing payment to the payee in accordance with 
the first payment option is based at least partially upon the process date or the due datei 
an d wherei - n-the prior s te p is perform e d by the one or more payme nt -seeking com puters. 



38. (Currently amended) The system of claim 19, wherein the processor is further operable to 
execute the instructions to: 

determine thai a number of t he one or more payments for which the re spec to 
post-issue event information includes the same one of i) posting information^ or ii) 

deposit information- ; or in) settlemen t i n fo rmation -^ is greater than a predetermined 

number of payments; and 
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39. (Currently amended) The system of claim 19, wherein the respective post-issue event 
information for each of the plurality of payments comprises one o f ■■■ ( ■i ) deposit information 
or - (ii) -s etttem^t-mformatton , and wherein the processor is further operable to execute the 
instructions to adjust the average peri od r a nd -- wh e r e m -: 



p e riod is adjusted based at least partially upon a predetermined settlement adjustim 



40. (Currently amended) The system of claim 16, wherein: 

ihc communications interface is furthci configured to: i) transmit a user interface 
presenting at least two payment options for paying the payee, wherein a first payment 
option of the at least two payment options includes information associated with the 
payment lead time associated with the payee, and ii) receive a selection of a the first 
payment option; and 

the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to i) cause the 
communications interface to transmit the user interface presenting at least two payment 
options for paying the payee, and ii) to initiate payment to the payee in accordance with 
the first payment option. 

41 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 40, wherein: 

the communications interface is further configured to receive an identification of 
the payees prior to transmitting the user interface; and 

8630204.! j j 
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the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to process the 
identification of the payee to determine whether the payment to the p ayee would be 
issued in electronic or paper form; 

wherein the user interface presenting the at least two payment options is at ieast 
partially generated based on the determination of whether payme nt- a ss oc i ated with the 
P*yw the payment to the payee would be issued in electronic or paper form, 

42. (Previously presented) The system of claim 40, wherein: 

the communications interface is further configured to receive one of (i) a process 
date or (ii) a due date; and 

the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to initiate payment to 
the payee in accordance with the first payment option based at least partially upon the 
process date or the due date. 

43. (Previously presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the payment option information 
transmitted via the user interface to the payor further identifies a cost to the payor 
associated with issuing payment in accordance with at least one of the at least two 
payment options. 

44. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

means for storing information identifying a payment issue time of each of one or 
more payments to a payee, wherein each of the one or more payments have a same form 
ef-payment mechanism ; 

means for receiving post-issue event information associated with each of the one 
or more payments , wherein the post-issue event information includes at lea st one of 
'n \u information or deposit information received from the payee for each of ..the_one_or 
more payments ; 
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means for determining a payment lead time, based upon the stored information 
and the respective post-issue event information for at least a subset of t h e one or more 
payments , to complete a future payment to the payee issued on behalf of a payor; and 

means for associating the payment lead time with the payee. 

45. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein at least part of the respective post-issue event 
information for at least some of the one or more payments further includes settlement 
information. 

46. (New) The system of claim 16, wherein at least part of the respective post-issue event 
information for at least some of the one or more payments further includes settlement, 
information. 

47. (New) The system of claim 44, wherein at least part of the respective post-issue event 
information for at least some of the one or more payments further includes settlement 
information. 

48. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the payment mechanism comprises one of: (a) an 
electronic payment mechanism; (b) a corporate check; or (c) a draft. 

49. (New) The system of claim 16, wherein the payment mechanism comprises one of: (a) 
an electronic payment mechanism; (b) a corporate check; or (c) a draft: 

50. (New) The method of claim 45, wherein the one or more payments is a plurality of 
payments, and further comprising, for respective post-issue event information for each of 
the plurality of payments comprising settlement information, determining an average 
settlement period from time of payment issuance to time of settlement for the respective 
plurality of payments, wherein the payment lead time is based at least partially upon the 
determined average settlement period. 
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51. (New) The system of claim 46, wherein the one or more payments is a plurality of 
payments, and wherein the processor is further operable to execute the instructions to, for 
respective post-issue event information for each of the plurality of payments comprising 
settlement information, determine an average settlement period from time of payment 
issuance to time of settlement for the respective plurality of payments, wherein the 
payment lead time is based at least partially upon the determined average settlement 
period. 
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